Autoimmune reactions against retina-specific proteins are suspected of playing an important part in the pathogenesis of uveitis. Uveitis-like disease can be experimentally induced in animals such as the rat and guinea-pig by injection of these proteins.'-'' As such the model of experimental autoimmune uveoretinitis (EAU) is useful in studies of the pathogenesis of uveoretinal disorders as well as of the role of autoimmune reactions in these processes. As a model for human disease, primates are of particular interest in this kind of studies. In purified form, S-antigen," 12 opsin,'3 and IRBP (interphotoreceptor retinoid-binding protein)'45 have been reported to induce uveoretinitis in monkeys.
Recently we have presented evidence that in Lewis rats rhodopsin is considerably more pathogenic than opsin. 8 Here we present the first report on the induction of uveoretinitis in monkeys by pure rhodopsin. The clinical state, histological changes, and cellular and humoral immune responses of the injected animals have been evaluated.
Materials and methods

PREPARATION OF ANTIGENS
For the induction of EAU highly purified lipid-free Severe oedema was found in the peripheral choroid, while the central part showed moderate oedema (Fig. la) . Over the whole retina exudates and retinal detachments were observed together with local damage of the photoreceptor cells. At these sites the pigment epithelium was disrupted. The central area of the retina showed the most severe signs of inflammation consisting of mononuclear and many polymorphonuclear cells, perivasculitis, and oedematous areas in the inner and outer nuclear layers (Fig. lb) . The optic nerve head showed mild perivasculitis of the major central retinal vessels. (Fig.  2) . The time course of the development of the antibody titres showed a similar pattern for all animals (Fig. 2a) We are grateful to Mrs E D Kuhlmann for her expert technical and secretarial assistance and to Dr A J J M Rademakers for funduscopy.
